Platelet changes in acute leukemia.
Acute leukemia is a hematopoietic stem cell malignant disease, with abnormal proliferation of leukemic and immature cells that suppress the production of normal blood cells and extensively invade peripheral tissues. The bleeding complications are very common in acute leukemia and often lead to death. One major cause for hemorrhage is thrombocytopenia, which is caused by the replacement of normal bone marrow cells with leukemic cells and the inhibition of megakaryocytes functions. Declines in platelet count as well as in function in acute leukemia have been reported in many studies. Here, we reviewed the literatures concerning platelet changes in acute leukemia.